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R645-301-400 LAND USE AND AIR QUALITY

R645-301-410. LAND USE INTRODUCTION

Historical use of the Mill Fork portion (including the Mill Fork State Lease and Federal Lease

UTU-84285) of the Deer Creek permit area has been grazing, wildlife, and recreation. Cattle are

moved through the area to graze at the higher elevations. Native big game (deer, elk, bear, etc.),

as well as, small game and non-game animals inhibit the area as described in R645-301-300:

Biology. Recreation consists of hunting, sightseeing, and other miscellaneous outdoor activities.

The existing land use classification for the Deer Creek permit area is grazing and wildlife. This

classification has been extended to the Mill Fork area for any areas that could potentially be

affected by coal mining and reclamation activities. No areas are presently planned for surface

disturbances.

A land use map has been constructed that documents the locations of all items discussed in the

following sections. The reader should refer to map MFS1835B in Appendix A to review each

items’ location.

R645-301-411. ENVIRONMENTAL DESCRIPTIONS

There have been numerous coal exploration drilling projects conducted within the Mill Fork area.

These areas were occupied by both industry and government. All drill sites and access roads have

been reclaimed to Forest Service requirements and stipulations.

One producing gas well (EM32-23) is located near the southern border of the Mill Fork area.

Merit Energy Company owns and operates the well, which has disturbed approximately two (2)

acres of surface land.  A buried 4-inch diameter steel gas pipeline runs from the well south along
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FR 245 and down Flat Canyon.  Merit Energy intends to expand the field by drilling additional

holes within the Mill Fork area, but plans are currently on hold.

The land surface in the  Mill Fork area has, however, been previously used for other non-mining

activities.  The southwestern portion of the area has a special use permit issued to Utah Power

and Light Company.  The company uses this 120 x 3,150 foot corridor for a 345 KV power

transmission line.

Another power transmission line (69 KV) travels across the NW¼NW¼ of Section 8, T17S,

R6E, SLB&M.  The transmission line supplies power to the Genwal Resources, Crandall Canyon

Mine. 

An old limestone quarry is located east below Bald point and west of FR 245. The quarry was

developed to gravel the Flat Canyon road for access to the top of East Mountain for gas well

development.  The associated access road, as well as the quarry, is no longer in use and has been

fully reclaimed

The Flat Canyon road, which provides access to the East Mountain top, enters and leaves the

southern boundary of the Mill Fork area.  The road was upgraded to a single lane graveled

surface road with drainage structures.  The road provides access for mineral resource

development, recreation, cattle range management, and firewood gathering. Traffic is

approximately 5 to 10 vehicles per day (Mill Fork Federal Coal Lease Tract UTU-71307, E.A.,

L.B.A. #11).

Two grazing allotments are present within the Mill Fork area. Sheep graze on the northern end of

the area, whereas, cattle graze on the southern end.  Grazing is conducted throughout the summer

and into the fall months of the year.
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Numerous prescribed controlled burns have been conducted by the Forest Service in the past to

encourage aspen and shrub growth, however, in 1995, a prescribed burn near the North Rilda

Ridge area became uncontrolled and left approximately 135.0 acres affected.

Drawing MFS1856B shows the forest management plan for land use within the Mill Fork permit

areaLease Area. Out of the 5562.82 acres, 97.8% is dedicated as Range Forage Production, 2% is

for Wood Fiber Production and Utilization, and 0.02% is utilized for Municipal Water Supply.  It

is not expected that any of the above stated land uses will be affected/impacted by underground

mining related activities.

Any areas affected/disturbed by coal mining and reclamation activities will be restored to its

approximate original condition pursuant to the land owners requests and wishes, as well as, State

and Federal regulations.

R645-301-411.141. Cultural and Historic Resources

An archeological, historical, and cultural resource evaluation was conducted in 1995 for

the Mill Fork area. The evaluation included the majority of the Mill Fork Tract and the

South Crandall Tract. As reported in the Data Adequacy Report (Hauck 1995), the

evaluation consisted of surveying 15% of the total 4710 acre study zone to assess its

potential for containing significant resources that could be adversely affected by future

subsidence activities related to mining.  The evaluation consisted of both a file search,

and a Class II, or stratified sample survey, of the 4710 acre study zone.

The file search was conducted of the study area at the State Historic Preservation Office

(SHPO) in Salt Lake City, Utah , within the AERC database, and the US Forest Service in

Price. The National Register of Historic Places has was consulted and no registered
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historic or prehistoric properties will be affected by the proposed mining. Numerous

surveys have been conducted within and adjacent to the Mill Fork Tract and have been

cited in the Data Adequacy, December, 1996.

The areas under study contained all or part of State Sections 11, 12, 13, and 14 of

Township 16 South, Range 6 East SLBM, and Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, and 18 of Township 16

South, Range 7 East SLBM. The majority of the study occurred on accessible highlands

in the western and central portain of the study area.  Of these 4710 total acres, AERC

archaeologists, Glade Hadden, Doug Edwards, and Liz Mcomer intensively examined

405 acres or 8.6% of the total study area between July 25 and 27, 1995.  Records in the

Utah State Antiquities Section and AERC archives indicate that an additional 302 acres in

the study area have been previously inventoried (Hauck 1979b, 1994).

The Class II sample survey was conducted by the archaeologists walking a series of 5 to

25 meter wide transects across the surface within the survey area. The width of the survey

area depended on the slope, aspect, and ground cover. Localities having a moderate

potential for containing cultural resource presence were subjected to transects of less than

12 meters in width.

The Class II sample survey of the 4710 acres was non-randomly developed due to the

limited amount of acreage that was accessible for an archeological evaluation; a large

percentage of the surfaces within the study area consist of narrow valleys, escarpments

and densely forested steep slopes associated with the East Mountain locality.  Thus,

AERC’s intensive evaluations were confined to the upper ridges and lower valleys, those

accessible localities where prehistoric activities were most likely to have occurred.
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Because of the surface alterations of excess ground cover, road blading, cattle and

wildlife activities, much of the survey area was not easily evaluated for general

archeaological presence. However, cultural resources were easily obtained. 

Observations of cultural materials resulted in examinations to determine the nature of the

resource. The area was sketched, photographed, and recorded on the Intermountain

Antiquities Computer System (IMACS) forms. These sites were then evaluated for there

cultural significance which included a mitigation recommendation for preserving the

significant resource.

A summary of historic resources is in the Confidential and Private Volume in the tab

entitled “Deer Creek Volume 12 R645-301-400 Land Use & Air Quality”.

No historic or prehistoric cultural resource activity loci were discovered and recorded

during the examination.

Although no “paleontological survey” was conducted during the 1995 Class II survey,

observations were made for paleontological artifacts. No paleontological loci were

identified during the evaluation.

No impacts to potential cultural/paleo resources are expected since there is no planned

surface disturbance. If surface disturbance is planned within the Mill Fork Tract, a

paleontological survey will be conducted in this area.

The above sections and citations are taken from the Data Adequacy L.B.A No. 11,

December 1996, as reported by A.E.R.C.  This report was submitted by Genwal
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Resources Inc. to the United States Forest Service, Manti-LaSal National Forest, Price,

Utah.

411.142. Protection of Public Parks and Historic Places

No public parks are located in or adjacent to the Mill Fork permit area. Abandoned Mined

Lands (AML) areas may lay outside the proposed boundaries.  These areas, if applicable,

will be reclaimed in cooperation with the Abandoned Mine Reclamation.

R645-301-412. RECLAMATION PLAN

In areas where surface disturbances result from coal mining and reclamation operations,

regrading and revegetation will be conducted to restore the areas to their premining conditions

which they were capable of supporting prior to mining. The operations, if developed, will be

managed according to State and Federal regulations and applicable lease stipulations.

All mining activities  associated with the Mill Fork permit area will be through underground

mining operations.  Mine plan layouts (Hiawatha Seam) depicted in R645-301-500 Engineering

Section, indicate potential portal breakouts located in Crandall Canyon, (Section 5, Township 16

South Range 7  East SLB&M),  within a 2.41 acre right-of-way easement acquired from Andalexth

Resources/Intermountain Power Agency .  The location of the portal breakouts are considered

preliminary at this point and will be evaluated and designed based upon future surface coal

exploration programs and mine plan considerations.  Prior to any surface disturbance, Energy

West will secure all necessary permits.
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R645-301-413. PERFORMANCES STANDARDS

All disturbed areas will be restored in a timely manner to conditions they were capable of

supporting before mining. Liability will be for the duration of the coal mining and reclamation

operations and for the period of extended responsibility for achieving successful revegetation. All

post mining land use criteria will be satisfied before the bond is fully released.

R645-301-420. AIR QUALITY

Reclamation operations on all areas that have been affected by coal mining and reclamation

operations will be conducted in compliance with the requirements of the Clean Air Act (42

U.S.C. Section 7401 et. seq.).
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